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Falkenhayn and the succession of Hindenburg to the
supreme command of the German armies.1

This end had been achieved at the close of August 1916,
and from that time, for a year and three months, Hoffmann,
separated from his great partners, had been in virtual
command of the Eastern Front; for the actual Commander-
in-Chief, Field-Marshal Prince Leopold of Bavaria, was
little more than a figurehead.

In a man more highly strung, the waiting and inaction
of the Eastern Front might have produced an intolerable
nervous tension. But Hoffmann, composed of equal parts
of steel and whalebone, was not troubled with nerves.
(Had he not proved that at Tannenberg when Ludendorff
had cracked under the strain ?) Within that great shaven
skull reposed the most brilliant brain of the German General
Staff, and patience had always been his strong suit. Ever
since the March Revolution in Russia he had known that
his role was to hold the Russian Front immobile and to
allow a free hand to his colleagues in the West. This he had
done with success, greatly aided by the disinclination of
the Russian army to give battle, and the result had been
that, in the West, Hindenburg and Ludendorff had been
able to withstand the assaults of Haig and Nivelle upon the
Siegfnedstellung and to repel them with heavy losses. " Had
the Russians attacked in April and May and met with only
minor successes," Ludendorff confessed later, " I do not
see how G.H.Q. could have mastered the situation." 2

When the Kerensky offensive was launched in July,
Hoffmann met it with determination and success. Once
the first shock of the assault had spent itself, it was not
difficult to counter-attack, and before the German advance
the Russian army had collapsed like a house of cards.
From the beginning of October the front was quiet, and
Hoffmann was content to await the effect of the virus

1 J. W. Wheeler-Bennett, Hinderiburg, the Wooden Titan (London,
1936), pp. 69-71.                                          a Ludendorfl, ii. 427.